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In the title story, Usagi returns to his native village to find everything very different indeed. "Circles"

is an epic adventure, a love story, and one of the most affecting Usagi stories ever. Plus three more

great stories!Circles features the graphic-novel-length epic title story, in which Usagi returns to his

native village only to find everything very different indeed. (The discovery that his mentor, whom he

thought dead, is actually alive and kicking is only the first of the shocks that await him.) "Circles" is

an epic adventure, a love story, and one of the most affecting Usagi stories ever. In addition to the

80-page "Circles," this volume includes "The Bridge," "The Duel," and the hard-to-find "The Tangled

Skein" from Critters #38. Jam-packed with lethal sword battles alternating with humor, horror,

suspense and slapstick, this beautifully crafted and exciting volume (with an introduction by Jeff

Smith creator of Bone) is both an excellent starting point for new readers, and an absolute necessity

for Usagi completists. Black-and-white comics throughout
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Usagi Yojimbo is the kind of quality work that transcends time, genres, demographics, and even age

groups. It crafts a delicate and beautiful balance between honor and savagery, cute innocence and

dark brutality, simple heart-warming stories and multi-part epics that shape a dense continuity.

Whether or not you've ever been a fan of feudal Japanese culture, furry anthro characters, or

independent, non-superhero comics, Usagi Yojimbo is a comic that can't help but impress even the

harshest critic.Prior to this volume, Usagi was a fantastic character. Yet, as a seemingly flawless

samurai both in spirit and in combat, I always found him a bit hard to relate to. Usagi always did



what was right, and he always won. This is perhaps exhibited best in "The Bridge," the first story in

this volume. It's my absolute favorite of the early Usagi stories in which he faces an impossible

antagonist and not only wins, but wins with great dignity.However, the four part "Circles" storyline,

which begins part way into this volume, blows all of this out of the water. It begins with Usagi, whose

premise has always been centered on his warrior's pilgrimage, deciding to finally go home. In

attempting to do so, so much of what we've known of Usagi and his back story begins to shatter.

From the return of his long lost sensei to a jaw dropping reunion with Mariko and, most importantly,

a ground shaking revelation that has its roots in a mistake Usagi made years earlier, it becomes

clear that Usagi will never be the same again. Once this volume concludes, he is a far different,

more flawed, and far more human protagonist -- the kind of character you can root for while

profoundly empathizing with him at the same time. In "Circles," the character of Miyamoto Usagi

finally finds his soul.
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